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By JOS:PH volz,

)g ASHINGTO’*I-—The remarkable

X 4 .thing about that press confer-
i ."ence in FBT headquarters last
.Week with Soviet KGB Col.. Rudo!ph
}Iﬁrrmann was that the FBI founu hxm at
a

The’ toughest job FBI counfermtem
gence agents have i3 tracking down Soviet
“illegals,” spies who have spent decades
preparing for illegal entry into this coun-
try.~ FBI - officials _claim they- have :“a
rough. ballpaxéc estimate” of how many
illegals are op ratmg in the Umted S'ates
but they won't give it out. " -,

i~ /Asked ‘for-a_number, FBI Executwe
‘Assistant~ Director ~Homer ' Boynton
cracked: “We won't know untit- the KGB
lets us foe a I‘reedom of Intormatxon Act
request. - -
-. .'The late Wlllmm J Sulhvan, who
:headed FBI intelligence activities in the
-19603,:told then-FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover in 1971 that “we have not iden-
Aified one” illegal ooeratma on the Last
Coast -

Herrmann who was cau"ht by a fluke
when a KGB contact “blundered,” serves
as a good example of why the dee:) cover)
spies are.so hard to find. He has been a|
‘spy for 25 years. All of that time he has
been tramma for one target, the U.S.

Posing as refugees, the lHerrmann fam- ’l
ily entered West Germany a few years ,
after World War II. Armed with legitimate !
West German papers (but based on the
alias-“Herrmann”) the family immigrated
‘to-Canada, then moved to New York 11
years ago,. -:

- . Anyone trymg to check out the famxly
would have had to go all the way back to
war-to'n Eastern Eyrope.

“Because Herrmann said he collected
pohhcal information, readily available to
;anyone. reading .the papers, the initial
"reaction of many reporters was that Herr-

;mann was-a dud—hardly an important
‘spy. But that shows a lack of understand
’ ing of what the mission of an 1llegal is. .

:o»The fundamental assignment is to bur-

- row deeply into American society so that,
say, if diplomatic relations between the
_Soviets and U.S. are broken, the illegal
can provide intelligence. In wartime, the
illegal can be mvaluable .

. Perhaps the most valuable Sovxet xlleg-
al was . Richard Sorge, a Soviet who
‘became a German citizen before World
War 1II -went to Tokyo as a foreign
correspondent for Nazi newspapers and
.developed close-relations with the Ger-
man ambassadot in Tokyo. . Lok

. Sorge gave the Soviets advance warn-
~ing of the June 1941 German invasion of
~the, Soviet Union, but Soviet Premier

STAT |

Joseph Stalin didn't beheve him: Sorge
was discoverad and executed by thef
Japanese in 1944, l
There was yet another key role !or the |
Herrmann family, Herrmann's teenage
son, who has spant most of his life in the
US was being trained as a second
generat:omlle al. i

% Herrmann bragged the om‘er day that
shis son would have the “perfect ‘legend.’”:
(A legend is a spy's cover story. ). The son
‘could pose as an American speaking
;jfluent English because, after all, he was
an American—as American as any other
‘boy growing up in Hartsdale, N.Y.,, where:
the family lwed for llyears. - . |

o4 HE SON would get an entry Ievei
job in government and, it is hoped,’

work his way up in 10 or 20 years
to a high position. He would be “a mole,”
-an enemy agent burrowed deeply mto a
sensitive U.S. agency. - . :

The last major Soviet illegal dxscov
ercd by the FBI was Col. Rudolph Abel
who, like Herrmann, was undone b) a
co-worker in the KGB. ' .

"Abel had posed as an artistin Brooklvn
for 10 years, taking the same route from’
East Germany as Herrmann did. Abel.
even obtained an authentic birth certifi-
cate—of an American citizen named Emil-
Goldfus., who dicd in infancy in New
York. Abel was arrested and imprisoned
but never cooperated with the FBI He.
‘was exchanged for CIA spy pilot Francx;
Gary Powers in1962. - ;

The FBI nabbed another 1lleg.vl I\:m lo '
Tuomi, who had lived in the US. a5 a:
youth, when he crossed the Canalian
border. Tuomi’s job was to watch troop’
movements and munitions in the New|
York area for the GRU, Soviet mxhtaryl
mtelhgence y

" ‘Another’ Cold War cese involved an
unnamed Soviet lieutenant colone! who!
was poslng as a New York beautician in;
the 1960s. When the FBI uncovered her,|
she committed suicide. l

There may be hundreds more illegals:
at work right now—only the KGB knows,
for sure.

. Athough itis possxble that the CIA'h CIA has;
‘planted American illegals in the the Soviet,
Umon, it is.not as likely. The big problem
is that the Soviet Union is such a closcd?

socxety~—w:th the KGB watching virtually
every major move of its citizenry—that it
would be almost impossxble to pex.etrate
key government agencies. However,

chances are that the CIA over the years
has had some limited success in *turning™
Soviet and .Third World dlplomats mto‘

CIA agents.
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